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Justice Graves also has considerable
judicial experience. He was appointed
to Mississippi Circuit Court judge in
1991 and was re-elected twice. Since
2001, Justice Graves has served on the
Mississippi Supreme Court and has au-
thored 151 majority opinions for the
court and 92 concurring or dissenting
opinions. The American Bar Associa-
tion Standing Committee on the Fed-
eral Judiciary unanimously rated him
“Qualified.”

I also rise in support of Judge Ed-
ward Davila to be U.S. district judge
for the Northern District of California.
With today’s vote, we will have con-
firmed 7 of President Obama’s nomi-
nees to the district courts of Cali-
fornia. Judge Davila received his B.A.
from California State University, San
Diego and his J.D. from University of
California’s Hastings College of the
Law. A majority of the American Bar
Association Standing Committee on
the Federal Judiciary rated him
“Qualified.”

Judge Davila began his career at the
Santa Clara County Public Defender
before entering private practice. He
represented criminal defendants in
State and Federal courts. In August
2001, Governor Gray Davis appointed
Judge Davila to the Superior Court of
California, County of Santa Clara, a
trial court of general jurisdiction.
Judge Davila was re-elected without
opposition twice.

We are making good progress in con-
sidering judicial nominations. I am
pleased the chairman and I have been
able to move forward. We are filling ju-
dicial wvacancies, with a particular
focus on judicial emergencies. We are
working in a manner that treats each
nominee in a fair manner and permits
each Senator to thoroughly review the
qualifications of each nominee.

I yield the floor and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative proceeded
to call the roll.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, we are
prepared to yield back any time on this
side. I understand from my colleague
that they will yield back on their time.

Parliamentary inquiry: Is the first
nomination the Graves nomination?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is
correct.

Mr. LEAHY. It is my understanding
there is not a request for a rollcall vote
on that one.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If all
time is yielded back, the question is,
Will the Senate advise and consent to
the nomination of James E. Graves,
Jr., of Mississippi, to be a U.S. circuit
judge for the Fifth Circuit?

The nomination was confirmed.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I move to
reconsider the vote.
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Mr. GRASSLEY. I move to lay that
motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Edward
J. Davila, of California, to be a U.S.
district judge for the Northern District
of California?

Mr. LEAHY. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.
KERRY), the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. PRYOR), and the Senator
from New Mexico (Mr. UDALL) are nec-
essarily absent.

Mr. KYL. The following Senators are
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. DEMINT), and the
Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
GRAHAM).

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MANCHIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 93,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 15 Ex.]

YEAS—93

Akaka Feinstein Merkley
Alexander Franken Moran
Ayotte Gillibrand Murkowski
Barrasso Grassley Murray
Baucus Hagan Nelson (NE)
Begich Harkin Nelson (FL)
Bennet Hatch Paul
Bingaman Hoeven Portman
Blumenthal Hutchison Reed
Boozman Inhofe Reid
Boxer Inouye Risch
Brown (MA) Isakson Roberts
Brown (OH) Johanns Rockefeller
Burr Johnson (SD) Rubio
Cantwell Johnson (WI) Sanders
Cardin Kirk Schumer
Carper Klobuchar Sessions
Casey Kohl Shaheen
Chambliss Kyl Shelby
Coats Landrieu Snowe
Coburn Lautenberg Stabenow
Cochran Leahy Tester
Collins Lee Thune
Conrad Levin Toomey
Coons Lieberman Udall (CO)
Corker Lugar Vitter
Cornyn Manchin Warner
Crapo McCain Webb
Durbin McCaskill Whitehouse
Ensign McConnell Wicker
Enzi Menendez Wyden

NOT VOTING—T7
Blunt Kerry Udall (NM)
DeMint Mikulski
Graham Pryor

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MANCHIN). Under the previous order,
the motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table.

———
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent for the vote on the

February 14, 2011

nomination of Edward Davila to be
U.S. district judge for the Northern
District of California. If I were able to
attend today’s session, I would have
supported the nominee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session.
The majority leader.

————

FAA AIR TRANSPORTATION MOD-
ERNIZATION AND SAFETY IM-
PROVEMENT ACT—Continued

Mr. REID. For the information of all
Senators, there will be no more votes
tonight. I have had a number of con-
versations with the Republican leader
today. We are going to have one or two
votes before our caucus lunches tomor-
row. We will have a number of votes set
up after the caucus luncheons. We want
to finish this bill as quickly as we can,
which will be this week. I know a num-
ber of people are waiting around for
votes. I know Senator PAUL is waiting
around for a vote on his amendment to-
morrow afternoon, and I know Senator
NELSON of Nebraska and Senator WICK-
ER have amendments we are trying to
get a vote on. We are trying to move to
those as soon as we can.

Anyway, we are going to have some
votes tomorrow. No more votes to-
night.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the distin-
guished senior Senator from Oklahoma
and I be recognized for a total of 6 min-
utes evenly divided.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LEAHY. I yield to the Senator
from Oklahoma.

AMENDMENT NO. 6 WITHDRAWN

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, Senator
LEAHY and I have two amendments. He
has Leahy amendment No. 50 and my
amendment is No. 6. I say to my friend
from Iowa, I will just be a few minutes,
as he was kind enough to allow us to do
this first.

This has to do with the liability of
those individuals who are making their
own sacrifice to help people in distress.
It is something that those of us who
are pilots have done—helping individ-
uals in being relieved of some of the in-
dividual liability that might be in-
curred. The Leahy amendment goes a
little further than mine, but I am sat-
isfied with his. So what I wish to do is
request unanimous consent to with-
draw my amendment No. 6 that gives
liability protection to volunteer pilots
and organizations, as well as request to
be added as a cosponsor to the Leahy
amendment No. 50. We have been in ne-
gotiations for a number of weeks. In
fact, we were even last year. I think we
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